
 

A Cambodian classroom 

How we have helped 

Our parish has helped support education in 
Cambodia in two ways 

– by supporting the kindergarten in our twin 
parish in the village of Chomnaom  

– by supporting the Tep Im hostel which 
helps students from very poor families 
attend university in the city of Battambang 
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Background 

During the period of the Cambodian Genocide (1975 – 79) thousands of teachers were executed; the 
Communist Khmer Rouge distrusted traditional education, and saw educated people as privileged parasites.  
Some teachers who hid their identity managed to survive; like everyone else they were forced to work on the 
land growing rice.  In the early 1970’s there were about 20,000 teachers in Cambodia.  Ten years later there 
were only 5,000.  During the four years of Khmer Rouge rule it is estimated that a quarter of the population 
died – from executions, starvation, disease and the rigours of forced labour. Children were also forced to 
work on the land and many of the parents of today’s children missed out on education, and are barely 
literate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since then there has been much work to rebuild the education system, but it is a slow process.  Schools have 
very limited resources, and many children, especially girls, drop out of school to help their parents by working 
or looking after younger brothers and sisters.  There is a particular shortage of places for nursery and pre-
school education.  

 

Child workers in the Khmer Rouge era 



The kindergarten at Chomnaom 

Over the years that parishioners of St Mary’s & Holy Family have been helping to support the kindergarten at 
Chomnaom we have seen it expand from two classes to four.  The kindergarten is now very cramped in its 
current premises, and is having to use some of the rooms which are really meant for other parish activities.  For 
that reason the parish at Chomnaom has acquired another piece of land adjoining the church where they hope 
to build a new kindergarten.  They will be asking us for some help towards this later in the year. 

Kindergarten children in Chomnaom 

 

Students at The Tep Im hostel 

 

 

How you can help 

 Pray for our friends in Cambodia   (They pray for us) 
 Find out as much as you can about Cambodia, its people and its history 
 Give as generously as you can  (see below for some ideas) 

The Tep Im hostel 

At Tep Im students from some of the poorest families are given an opportunity to study for professional 
qualifications in Battambang.  They live in very basic accommodation, sharing rooms, and take turns to do the 
shopping, cooking and cleaning in the hostel, but without this help they would not be able to go to university. 

Our parish has assisted them in many ways over the years – financing repairs to the building, purchase of 
equipment, providing money for them to buy essential toiletries, and by helping them to improve their English 
language skills when St Mary’s parishioners visit Cambodia. 

 

 

 

 

 



One idea you might like to try this Lent is a 
Blessings Jar.  Every day think of something you 
are thankful for, write it on a scrap of paper, and 
put it in the jar.   

One blessing to think about this week is education.  
How many years of education have you and your 
family received?   

In gratitude, give something back 

 

 

Would you be prepared to give a small sum in 
thanksgiving for each year of education you have 
received?   

You could use your jar to collect small donations 
throughout Lent, perhaps from savings you have 
made by giving something up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siesta after lunch in the church at Chomnaom for the kindergarten children 


